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Our Services this Month  July 2017  

2nd July    3rd Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11 am  St Mary    All Age Worship 
 

9th July    4th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s   Holy Communion  
 

16th July    5th  Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11 am St Mary’s   Matins 
 

23rd  July    6th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

30th July    7th  Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s   All Age Eucharist 

 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke   01376514825 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy 01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken   01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt 07940 512407 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END>  

or follow the link on our Website  
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Monthly musings from your Team Vicar. 

I wonder what springs to mind for you when you think of the 

word 'Hero'? With all the hot weather which at the time of 

writing we've had recently, you might think of a comic or film 

superhero, coming to the rescue and saving the lives of inno-

cent civilians in the heat of a city metropolis. Or perhaps you 

think of someone a little more 'down to earth' (pun intended!). 

There could be someone who you've met in your own life 

who's inspired you, or perhaps there is a public figure past or 

present who you believe either has, or who has the potential 

to do some real good in the world. 

But what about our faith? The Old Testament is a good place 

to start when thinking about this. You might think of Moses, or 

Solomon, or Samson, or someone else; and the part which 

they played in the life of God's people. But none of these peo-

ple are perfect – an important thing for us to remember... 

If we turn our attention to the New Testament, we might see 

St Peter, St Paul, or others as heroes of the faith for their 

proclamation and ministering of the Gospel. But again, they 

are not without their imperfections: Peter with his at times too

-quick-to-speak tongue, and Paul with a much less than per-

fect history prior to his encounter with Jesus and conversion 

experience on the Damascus road. In fact, if we're looking for 

perfection then our eyes can only turn to Jesus himself. 

Here in July, we're celebrating the lives of two people who at 

first consideration may be seemingly unlikely heroes of our 

faith. St Thomas' feast day falls on the 3rd and Mary Magda-

lene on the 22nd.  

We all know that the phrase 'Doubting Thomas' has been used 

over time as an almost scornful term against someone who 

won't believe something which they have been told, and which 

the person saying it to them thinks that they should. This of 

course comes from Thomas' absence from being with the oth-

er disciples in the upper room following Jesus resurrection, 

and with him not accepting or believing that the other disci-

ples' encounter with Jesus happened. (John 20:19-25). We 
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know that a week later, Thomas was with the others as they 

met together again, and that Jesus appeared among them 

once again. But Thomas didn't feel the need to place his hand 

in to Christ's wounds as he had previously told the others he 

would need to in order to believe in the resurrection, but ra-

ther, he simply answered Jesus: 'My Lord and my God' (John 

20:26-28). I feel that rather than showing a lack of faith, 

Thomas was instead trying to make sense of everything which 

had happened over the past week. He was clearly demon-

strating that the disciples, though close to Jesus throughout 

his public ministry were as fallible as we all are, and this 

event ought to provide comfort to all Christians who go 

through times of struggle within their faith. It also reminds us 

that it can be by going though these times that can cause 

one's faith to ultimately become deeper and more personal 

than before. 

Mary Magdalene is another person who plays a prominent part 

in the life of Jesus, and we hear in Luke 8:2 that he released 

her from torment which she was held in. She has in the past 

received the belief that she had a more questionable past, 

due to the placement of her being referred to here following 

the story of 'the sinful woman' who anointed, wept at, and 

kissed Jesus' feet in 7:36-50. However, that this is one and 

the same person is very much open to debate, and it is the 

opinion of many biblical scholars today that she would have 

been named in the previous passage if this were the case. So 

like Thomas, it would seem that Mary Magdalene has received 

an unwarranted unfair press in the past. There are other 

things which we could say about her here, but perhaps most 

significant is that she, according John's gospel (and in Juxta-

position to Thomas), was the first person to encounter and 

speak to Jesus on that first Easter Sunday (John 20:11-18). 

Mary was, ahead of the 11 faithful disciples the first to wit-

ness to the risen Lord, and Thomas the last of the 11. I would 

suggest that both of these two people are, and each in their 

own way, heroes of the Christian faith. Both were less-than-

perfect, and yet both played a unique part, and feature prom-

inently in the narrative of Jesus' life, and importantly following 
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his resurrection. 

We too each have a part to play, and part of the excitement of 

being a disciple of Jesus is continuing to work out what that 

might be. There are times when it might be clear, and yet oth-

ers when a little more prayer and time of reflection is required 

on our part to discern what it is that God is calling us to do 

next. Yet God chooses us, not because we are perfect, but be-

cause we are loved, and wanted, and valued by God. So it is 

up to us to be open to the call of God's voice within our lives, 

and be willing to say 'my Lord and my God' and 'yes' to what 

God calls us to do. 

So may I wish you all a delightful continued summer season 

ahead, and pray that we might all move onwards and upward 

in our faith. And you never know – you might be the very per-

son who someone else looks at as inspiration for their own 

faith, and be seen by them in one way or another, as a hero of 

the Christian faith today. 

Paul Watkin. 

*********************************** 

The 50/50 Club June 2017 winners   

1st Mr Bell,   2nd Mrs Stubbing,   3rd Mr Knubley.  

*********************************** 

From the Registers June / July  2017 

Weddings: 

27 May 2017 Andrew William Cairns and Sharon Zaidi 

10 the June 2017 Paul Scott and Tracy Taylor 

Internment of Ashes 

14th June 2017Andrea Helen Margaret Hursham 

Funerals  

19th June 2017 Margaret Ann Gordon  

Christenings  None 

*********************************** 
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Collects and Reading For July 2017 

2nd July 3rd Sunday after Trinity 

All Age Worship 

Readings 

Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 10:40-42 

Collect 

God our saviour, 

look on this wounded world 

in pity and in power; 

hold us fast to your promises of peace 

won for us by your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

9th July 4th Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Zechariah 9:9-12 

Romans 7:15-25a 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Collect 

Gracious Father, 

by the obedience of Jesus 

you brought salvation to our wayward world: 

draw us into harmony with your will, 

that we may find all things restored in him, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

16th July 5th Sunday after Trinity 

Matins 

Readings 

Isaiah 55:10-13 

Psalm 65: (1-8),  

Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23  

Collect 

Almighty God, 

send down upon your Church 

the riches of your Spirit, 

and kindle in all who minister the gospel 

your countless gifts of grace; 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

23rd July Festival of Mary Magdalene 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

The Song of Songs 3:1-4 

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 

John 20:1-2, 11-18 

Collect 

Creator God, 

you made us all in your image: 

may we discern you in all that we see, 

and serve you in all that we do; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

30th July 7th Sunday after Trinity 

All Age Joint Eucharist St Marys 11.00 am 

Readings 

1 Kings 3:5-12 

Romans 8:26-39 

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 

Collect 

Generous God, 

you give us gifts and make them grow: 

though our faith is small as mustard seed, 

make it grow to your glory 

and the flourishing of your kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

****************************** 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD 6th JUNE 2017 

 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Knubley, Clark, and 
Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk and 6 members of the public. 

 

Public Forum 

 

The following matters were brought to Members’ attention: 
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* The entrance to Footpath 38 off Church Road is blocked by 
overgrown vegetation and it was also suggested that the en-
trance to Footpath 38 be relocated to meet up with the exist-
ing roadside footway. 

* Footpath 48 is blocked by overgrown vegetation and could 
well be relocated. 

* A private hedge along Oak Road has overgrown to obstruct 
the footway. This has been reported to ECC who can enforce. 

* Vehicle parking along Oak Road is causing pedestrians to walk 
into the road. 

* Drivers ignoring give way signs at the railway bridge. 

* Surface pads are missing at the Potters railway crossing sub-
sequent to the Network Rail maintenance work. 

* The footway along Oak Road is being encroached by grass etc 
and the maintenance contractor will be requested to cut this 
back. 

* The steps and slopes up to the A12 from Henry Dixon Road 
require clearing. 

* There appears to be slippage in the BDC grass cutting pro-
gramme. 

Matters for Discussion 

Increasing number of HGVs crossing Appleford Bridge 

It was agreed that the Clerk will contact Maldon District Council 

Planning Services to reiterate the  problems that occur with the in-

creasing numbers of HGVs crossing Appleford Bridge, particularly at 

peak times and requesting that, when any consideration is given to 

planning applications relating to the Commodity Centre further 

along Braxted Road, this issue be given serious attention so that 

additional problems can be avoided. 

American Diner advertising along the A12 

It was agreed that the advertising board fixed to the council’s bus 

shelter be removed and returned to the owner of the diner. 

Albert Moss children’s play area 

During the BDC annual playing fields inspection there was no con-

cern raised by the inspector regarding children running from the 

play area onto the parking area. However, it has been suggested by 

BDC that a sign ‘Slow children playing’ could possibly be fitted on 

the approach to the car parking area. It was agreed that the Clerk 

arrange to discuss this matter with BDC. 

Potters level crossing – Public Local Inquiry 
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The Department of Transport has notified that the application for the 

permanent closure of this level crossing, and the re-routing of local 

footpaths, will be the subject of a Public Local Inquiry. The date and 

venue have still to be agreed. 

Highways Maintenance 

The Chairman is to raise again with ECC the creation of a new foot-

path from opposite the Church on Church Road along to link up with 

footpath 25 towards Silver End. ECC have had this proposal on their 

lists for over a decade.  

The Chairman is to further research costing for the possible purchase 

and installation of a solar powered stand-alone streetlight opposite 

the entrance to Rectory Lane. 

The flooding under the A12 on Henry Dixon Road will be reported to 

Highways England, with the request that local arrangements be made 

for the re-setting of the pump when the filter is blocked and surface 

water cannot be pumped away. 

The eroded drain at the bottom of the A12 slip road near the Riv-

enhall Hotel will be reported to ECC. 

General Maintenance 

It was agreed that an estimate be obtained from the maintenance 

contractor for cutting the grass at the entrance to Foxmead. 

The Chairman is arranging for the Perspex frontage to be replaced at 

the notice board outside the Village Hall. 

Planning Applications 

17/00991/FUL: First floor front and rear extensions incorporating 

elderly relative/annexe accommodation at Bellingham Court 25A 

Browns Row Cottages, Oak Road, Rivenhall End. 

By a majority vote it was agreed that the council would raise no ob-

jection to this application. 

Planning Results 

17/00642/NMA: French doors with balcony – 16 Tusser Close. 

Application refused by BDC. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 & A120 Projects 

The ECC preferred route for the A120 is expected to be announced in 

the Autumn of 2017. 

BDC Local Plan 
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BDC notices advertising the consultation period of 16th June to 

28th July have been displayed. 

BDC is draft allocating a large additional area of land at Kelvedon 

Park in the Local Plan. 

The ‘Green Buffer’ for Rivenhall remains offset from the edge of the 

Rivenhall Park development area and it was agreed that this mat-

ter will be further discussed at the July meeting. 

Concern had been expressed at a recent BDC meeting regarding 

the lack of S106 monies being received by smaller parishes. 

Rivenhall Airfield – IWMF 

ECC has given a comprehensive reply to the application for a scop-

ing report relative to the change of stack height, etc. 

Coleman’s Farm Quarry 

The initial liaison meeting will be held on 27th June and Cllr. Abbott 

will chair this meeting as the local ECC Member with Cllr. Wright 

also attending on behalf of the parish council. Cllr. Abbott will ask 

whether additional local representatives can attend future meet-

ings. 

Braintree District Local Highways Panel 

 

a. 7.5T weight restriction, Oak Road – The new ECC Cabinet 

Member has been asked by Cllr. Abbott for an update on this 

long-delayed scheme. (Post meeting note: a meeting with 

the Cabinet Member is being arranged). 

b. Extended 30mph limit along Church Road – Discussions con-

tinue regarding a possible reintroduction of the original pro-

posal for a 40mph “buffer” zone. 

c. Rectory Lane – the stopping up of this lane has been rejected. 

‘Quiet Lane’ signs are to be erected at both entrances to Rec-

tory Lane before the end of the financial year 2017/2018. 

d. Oak Road - a new scheme has been submitted to try to pre-

vent HGVs ignoring weight and height warnings going down 

Oak Road to the railway bridge. 

e.  new scheme request has been submitted for signs saying 

“Beware Horses” along Rickstones Road. 

f. new scheme request has been submitted for improvements to 

the junction of Rectory Lane with Rickstones Road to improve 

the road markings layout and to make it as safe as possible 
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for pedestrians crossing. 

g. A new scheme is to be submitted shortly for validation re the 

bend on Church Road close to the northern bound bus stop op-

posite where the wall has been damaged. 

Correspondence 

A site meeting has been arranged with the NEPP in Foxden on Mon-

day 19th June re the problems associated with congested parking. 

Information exchange and items for the July agenda 

   

* Repairs to Colemans Bridge – Chairman to check with ECC as 

to the on-going delays. 

* Fly-tip on Park Road - full details notified to BDC for enforce-

ment action. 

* Local scam re tree/garden maintenance. (Post meeting note: 

As reported at the parish council meeting and also sepa-

rately to local councillors, and as published by Essex 

Trading Standards, residents should be alert to rogue 

“tree surgeons” who may claim to be “from the council” 

or who knock on doors claiming that “your tree need ur-

gent work”, etc. A number of local cases have occurred 

where residents were concerned about potential scams 

or where actual work was carried out and residents 

were overcharged and branches left in their gardens de-

spite being charged for taking away. Braintree District 

Council Landscape Services Department has a list of pro-

fessional contractors they use).      

* Wall damage again to property at junction of A12 with Oak 

Road caused by vehicle coming off the A12. 

Public feedback 

Disappointment at Rectory Lane not being blocked off to motorised 

vehicles at the Forest Road end. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 4th July and 1st August both in Rivenhall Village Hall, com-

mencing at 8pm. 

 

************************************** 
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Dorset Recipe this month: Gardeners Pie 

Courgettes are the basis of this vegetable crumble, 

 which has cheese and mixed nuts in the topping. 

Base 

3 tablespoons walnut oil 

2 onions peeled and sliced 

3 cloves of garlic, peeled and crushed 

2lb courgettes, washed and cut inti ½ inch slices 

1lb tomatoes, skinned and chopped 

2 tablespoons tomato puree 

3 or 4 basil leaves chopped, or a herb of your choice 

Salt and pepper 

Topping 

3 oz fresh brown, white or mixed breadcrumbs 

2 oz grated cheddar cheese 

2 oz chopped mixed nuts 

 

Set oven to 180, gas 4 

Heat the oil in a large saucepan, add the onions and garlic  

Cook gently for 5 mins, add all the remaining base ingredients. 

Season and cook for a further 5 minutes. 

Turn into a large, (3 pint) ovenproof dish. 

Topping: 

Mix all ingredients together and sprinkle evenly over the vegetables. 

Cook in oven for about 30 minutes. 

Serve hot with crusty bread, serves 4 

 

************************************************* 
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Sky Notes July 2017 

Summer twilight persists for much of July from Essex and it is only by 

the end of the month that there is a brief period of the night when 

the Sun is far enough below the Northern horizon for it to be fully 

dark. The subtlety of this change though is largely lost to the ever 

growing impact of light pollution which causes “sky glow”. This is typ-

ically seen as an orange coloured glow over towns and increasingly is 

affecting more rural areas. The orange glow is caused by the light 

output from sodium streetlights. However, increasingly external light-

ing for streets and commercial areas is using white LED lights and so 

the sky-glow is slowly changing colour. The good news on this is that 

Essex County Council, which operates more than 100,000 street 

lights across the county, is installing more sophisticated LED lighting 

that will be dimmed down by 50% in the small hours. The bad news 

is that white lights cause much more sky glow than the orange lights 

that are being phased out for the same brightness of light. So making 

sure that street lights and other major sources are aimed downwards 

towards the intended areas is important to protect the night sky from 

avoidable impacts. 

Jupiter is now starting to slide towards the Western evening twilight. 

Whilst still prominently bright, the gas giant planet will be getting low 

in the South West even at 10 pm in the last week of July. It will be 

joined by the waxing crescent Moon on the 28th. 

Saturn remains well placed, if rather low, in the South during July 

evenings. On the night of the 6th/7th the Moon will be close by. Full 

Moon takes place in the early hours of the 9th when our nearest 

neighbour in space will be amongst the stars of Sagittarius. 

Venus is a tricky object to find currently, but can be seen in the pre-

dawn twilight low in the North East. Our sister planet will make a fine 

pairing with the waning crescent Moon on the morning of the 20th 

July. 

As July progresses, we move into the most active part of the “meteor 

season”. There are several showers active over the summer, with the 

Perseids being the best known. Each shower is associated with a 

comet but is named from the constellation that the meteors appear to 

radiate from. We now know that as comets orbit the Sun, they leave 

behind streams of dust which can produce meteors if the Earth en-

counters that stream. Each individual particle of dust that strikes the 
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upper atmosphere of the Earth can cause a meteor. Many are too 

faint to be seen, but the brighter ones can be readily observed 

from rural areas, streaking across the sky and occasionally leaving 

a glowing train that can last for several seconds or more.  

For many centuries, meteors were thought to be entirely produced 

in the Earth’s atmosphere by “rising vapours” that ignited to then 

be seen as “fiery” meteors. It was not until the C17th that this the-

ory was questioned as it was noted that some very bright meteors 

had been reported at the same time from many different parts of 

England, which did not fit the theory of rising vapours. But it was 

not until the C18th that the vapours idea was eventually replaced. 

Even the great astronomer Edmond Halley was unsure about mete-

ors but he was heading in the right direction when he suggested 

that meteors were “collections of matter that the Earth met with as 

it passed along its orbit”. 

Sky Watcher 

******************************************* 

End to End Nature Care. 

For the next month our focus will tend to be on insects and geolo-

gy. Many people would not consider Essex to be geologically very 

interesting as there are very few cliffs, crags or rocky exposures 

but the ground under our feet is nevertheless made of something 

and has a history as deep as anywhere else. In fact, no matter 

where you are in Essex you do not have to go very far at all to find 

very old and very hard rocks, the only problem being that the di-

rection you need to go is vertically down. A borehole sunk at Riv-

enhall Rectory in 1922 passed through some 200 feet of clay and 

then another 100 feet of sand before hitting a layer of flint and 

then solid chalk. Deeper still, boreholes made in the northeast of 

the county by the Victorians (in search of coal) found Cretaceous 

greensand and Gault clay underlying the chalk and then a large 

unconformity (a local gap in the geological record) below which, at 

approximately 1100 feet, were hard rocks of Silurian age, some 

420 million years old and so before the age of the dinosaurs).  

One of the easiest ways to see some solid geology in Essex is to 

look at building stones, and in older buildings this usually means 

locally sourced materials. We have studied local church walls be-

fore and St. Mary’s & All Saints, Rivenhall is quite renowned for it 

varied building materials (including much recycled Roman material 
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of course) while St. Germanus, Faulkbourne is particularly notable 

for the use of tufa from the Brain valley. The Essex Rock & Mineral 

Society is currently promoting a project to research the stones 

used in old building structures in the county (see www.erms.org/

walls-survey-info) and we shall be putting their protocol to the test 

in Fairstead and Terling. We will also continue our exploration of 

the Brain valley in search of remaining evidence of tufa deposits 

and formation (tufa forms where groundwater is rich in lime and 

cements the substrate together).  

On the insect front, July marks the beginning of the glowworm sur-

veying season and we will carry out our usual transect work for the 

Essex Glowworm Survey as well as seeking new site records for the 

species (actually a beetle with a flightless female). Last year saw a 

good count on our transect including observed matings and even a 

glowing female crawling onto the sidewall of a tyre on one of our 

vehicles (she was carefully removed of course). On the morning of 

Saturday 8th June, weather permitting, we will also be holding an-

other butterfly safari where we aim to count, photograph and rec-

ord as many butterfly species as possible, along with any other in-

teresting insects that cross our path. This was very successful last 

year with numerous butterflies including the white-letter hair-

streak, plus the hornet mimicking hoverfly Volucella zonaria. All are 

welcome, as they are at any of our events. For more details of this 

Wednes-
day 5th Ju-
ly  

19.30  
Fairstead and Terling churchyards. Meet at 
Fairstead church, Fairstead Hall Road, CM3 2AT 
(TL768167). Followed by glowworm survey at 

Saturday 
8th July  

9.30  
Morning butterfly safari in Silver End area. Meet 
in the Western Arms car park.  

Wednes-
day 12th 
July  

19.30  
Whetmead nature reserve, Witham. Meet behind 
the sewage works on Blackwater Lane 
(TL827138). Followed by glowworm surveying in 

Wednes-
day 19th 
July  

22.00 
LATE  

Glowworm surveying. Meet at Cressing Railway 
Station on Bulford Mill Lane (TL777202).  

Wednes-
day 26th 
July  

18.30 for 
19.00 

National Plant Monitoring Scheme at Abbotts Hall 
Farm, Great Wigborough CO5 7RZ. Meet at 
Stovern's Hall Farm at 18:30 to car share or at 
Abbotts Hall at 19:00. Bring hand lens and plant 
ID guides.  

Wednes-
day 2nd 
August  

19.30  
Brain valley tufa hunt. Meet at White Notley foot-
ball ground (TL792174). Followed by glowworm 
survey at Bulford Mill Lane (TL777202). 

http://www.erms.org/walls-survey-info
http://www.erms.org/walls-survey-info
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Comencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

3RD/17TH/1st May 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Ken Hazell 01621 892417 email ken.hazell@icloud.com 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Rivenhall Playing Fields Association 

Minutes of Meeting held on 5 June 2017 

1.Tree – BDC will be sending details of preferred contractors to 

carry out the work. 

2.Race Night - The Race Night made around £730 and was 

well attended. 

3.Post Office – The Post Office have confirmed the opening 

times are 9.30am to 11.30am, not 9am as originally on their 

paperwork. 

4.Fete/Fun Day – Arrangements for this event are well in 

hand. 

5.Village Sign – The original artwork for the village sign which 

is standing on the Green was purchased at auction recently by 

one of the Hall Trustees for the Hall. 

6.Water Filter/Door Mats –The water filter for the drinking 

water tap in the kitchen has been renewed and heavy rubber 

backed door mats have been purchased.  

7.Boiler/5 Year Power Test –The 5 year power test and the 

boiler service have been carried out.  Copy paperwork will be 

sent to BDC for their records. 

8.Items for Next Meeting Agenda - This will include Hall hire 

rates for 2018, Barn Dance, Christmas Draw, Christmas Grotto, 

Quirky Quiz and Youth. 

9.Date of Next Meeting - Monday 17 July 2017 at 7.30pm.  

 

 HERITAGE WATCH
OPERATES

IN THIS
AREA

Police are patrolling
Heritage Watch aims to protect our county’s historical
sites, monuments and artefacts from heritage crime.

Crimes impacting Essex’s heritage include:

• Architectral theft

• Arson

• Anti-social behaviour

• Criminal damage/graf  ti

• Unauthorised development

• Damage caused by vehicles

• Unauthorised metal detecting

• Unauthorised excavation

• Theft of  historical artefacts

• Metal theft

Anyone with information about heritage crime is asked to contact police on 101. In an emergency

or if  a crime is in progress call 999. Or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 
Funeral Directors Ltd 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 
GCSFD.UK 

ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.UK 

4 The Street  - White Notley - Witham - CM8 1RH 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 

  Here’s a bright idea….

Huge Savings on all your bills

and free light bulbs for life!

 The latest LED light bulbs typically worth 

£300 - £500- absolutely free!

Use around 11% less electricity      

- forever!

 Free professional installation

 Lifetime Guarantee - never buy 

another light bulb again!

PLUS - save money on all your utilities, food, shopping and petrol

Find Out More: Contact Peter Hope  07904 235101

peterhope@utilitywarehouse.co.uk  Sign up for the deal yourself at: www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/N17969

Home Phone  Broadband    Mobile         Gas           
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

Call the PC Doctor 

Tel: 01621 891064 / 0870 285 6017 
Mob 07990 565336 

Email: 
pc_doc@pcdoctoroperations.co.uk 

Surgery Times: 7 am to 7 pm, 7days a week 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

For all You Painting and 
Decorating Needs 

Contact DEAN TABONE 

 

MOBILE:07769 356221 EMAIL: 

breathtaking@hotmail.co.uk 

 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

HERITAGE PAINTER 

LIME WASH SPECIALIST 

 

FREE ESTIMATES - NO OBLIGATION 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk


22 

 

DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Contact us 

62 Braintree 

Road 

Witham 

Essex CM8 2BY 

01376 500038 

01376 520568 

Opening Times: 

Mon– Tuesday 

8.30 am –6.30 pm 

Wednesday- 

8.30 am—8.30 pm 

Thurs—Fri 

8.30 am—6.30 pm 

Sat 

A friendly caring practice  

for all your pets.  

Visit our website  for more details and 

to register your pet online 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY 

Thursday Mornings 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 

 

Silver End Village   

Rear of Boots 

6 Broadway CM8 3RQ 

For Appointments Call:- 

01376 583133  

Friendly Personal Service 

REASONABLE RATES 

Essex Beauty Boutique  
Call 07985 658668 

Manicures—Pedicures—Eyes 

Unisex Stylists 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The monthly meeting was held in Rivenhall village hall on Tuesday 

13th June 2017. The Chairman welcomed members and the Club 

was pleased to welcome two new members. On behalf of the Club 

congratulations were given to Tracy and Paul who had recently 

married. Unfortunately our speaker had to cancel at the last minute 

and Mrs. Clark was very pleased to welcome Dudley Chignall who 

had kindly agreed to come at very short notice 

We have enjoyed Dudley's glorious photographs on previous 

occasions and this talk was no exception. A tour of the Essex and 

Suffolk coastal villages, towns and places of interest accompanied 

by historical facts and amusing asides and of course stunning 

photographs ensured a thoroughly enjoyable and interesting 

evening. 

Competition Results 

 

Horticultural 

1st Don Scott 2nd Maurice Bacon ( 2  entries only) 
 

Domestic 

1St Karen Dakin 2nd Daphne Burton ( 2  entries only ) 
 

Flower of the Month 

1St Faith Murton 2nd Sam Donnell 3rd Sue North 
 

Next month's meeting will be a members' outing to Rayne Hatch 

Farm at Stisted on Friday 14th July. Meet there at 2pm. 
 

No meeting in August 
 

The Club's SUMMER FLOWER SHOW will be on SATURDAY 29TH 

JULY in Rivenhall village hall, opening at 2.15pm. Entry is free 

and there will be a raffle and homemade refreshments. Everyone 

is welcome. For further details contact the Club Secretary on 

01376 512781 

************************************************ 
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Margaret Martins Sponsored Thames Bridge Walk 

Well over 10 years ago I did a walk from Tower Bridge to Chelsea 

Bridge which was twelve bridges. Although I had enjoyed some of 

the walk I remember I was very tired when I’d finshed. I caught a 

circle line train to return to Liverpool Street station. I then 

realized I had got on a train going the wrong way. However I just 

stayed on the train which gave me a chance to rest my weary 

legs a bit longer. This was quite appealing as I knew I was going 

to have a very busy evening, so I thought I would never do it 

again. 

However when I became seventy I realized that my age and the 

fact that I had had a total hip replacement, gave me an excuse to 

ask for sponsorship just for crossing seven bridges. So on 

Saturday 10th of June I left home early and parked at Easton 

Road Car Park at Witham Station and took the train to Sloane 

Square which turned out to be nearer the Thames than it looked 

on my A-Z map. 

I crossed Chelsea Bridge and because I had a view of Battersea 

park and don’t remember ever being there I walked as far as the 

Children's Zoo before returning to my route. I tried to walk south 

of the river but soon came to a dead end so returned and re-

crossed Chelsea Bridge.  

The walk from there to Vauxhall Bridge seemed a long one and 

from there to Lambeth Bridge seemed fairly long but from then 

onwards I could see the next Bridge from the one I was on which 

made a huge difference to my motivation. Clare had asked me to 

ask people to take photos of me and every person I asked was 

happy to do so. 

Westminster Bridge was packed to bursting and I felt proud that 

the recent Terrorism had not kept them from enjoying the sights 

and sounds of London. Even when I had a drink and a cake I 

could sit looking at the River!  

The I crossed the last three bridges, seeing St Paul’s Cathedral 

become nearer. I loved doing the walk on my own but on 

reaching the far End of Blackfriars Bridge I wished there was 

someone there to hug me and say “well done” so I phoned my 

husband who was at work. Because I was raising funds for our 

church of England Churches It seemed appropriate to walk on to 

St Paul Cathedral to have a well deserved coffeepasing the 
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wonderfully named “Saint Andrew by the Wardrobe” church as I 

sat in the Crypt with my Latte before me I thought with gratitude 

OF ALL THE Generous people who with their sponsorship, had 

given me the reason to spend hours in my favourite City! 

Margaret (A big hug to you Margaret from the Editor) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

****************************************** 
 

Turning the pages of History 

Research by Tracy Scott 

When you look around Rivenhall Church you will see next to the pulpit 

a memorial window which was dedicated in July 1919 to Capt. J. H. V. 

Willmott.  Capt. Willmott was the son of the rector of that time Rev. E. 

H. Willmott, Capt Willmott died in the great war.  The image created in 

stain glass is a representation of St. Victor a Moorish Roman Soldier of 

the 4th century.. I have admired this window since I was a child and 

now when I do the flower pedestal each week.  The Rev. A. Law 

curate of Rivenhall took the service, with Canon Galpin reading the 

lesson.  Bishop Harrison gave the dedication.  Rev.  Willmott who had 

not been well for some time attended with his family and friends. 

Capt. Willmott was wounded by a bullet while gallantly leading his 

men and was subsequently blown to pieces by a shell.  He had four 

other Brothers serving with commissions in the war. 

July 1888 the United Patriots’ Friendly Society meeting was held at the 

Fox Inn to establish a branch of the Society for Rivenhall and 

neighbourhood.  Mr Joseph Raven presided and it was unanimously 

resolved to open a branch.  Mr Raven was elected secretary and the 

following names formed the local committee. Messrs. Alfred Springett, 
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W. Russian, R. Dudley, G. Daizley, G. Shelly and Jos. Springett.  The 

branch started with 53 members and several candidates proposed. 

1933 saw a Cycling Club formed in Silver End called the Silver End 

Rambles.  The officers were: Chairman Mr. W. Dibley and hon. 

Secretary and captain, Mr. C. Lincoln.  About twenty enrolled.  Also 

in the same week the Silver End Congregational Church Sunday 

School had an outing to Felixstowe with the total numbering 90 with 

about 30 adults.  They went by bus to Witham station and onward by 

train.  They had a very enjoyable day. 

Silver End Win School Sports:  1950 saw the village school win for 

the second time in a row with 84 points.  This took place at Witham 

Secondary School playing field.   Witham Voluntary School were 

runners-up with 47 points.  Other schools involved Hatfield Peverel, 

Kelvedon, Rivenhall, White Notley and Witham Primary.    

*********************************** 

Safety and Security Information During the summer 

Before you turn in for the night do the “rounds” some may think it is 

a bit over the top, but you will feel more confident and not become a 

victim of “the one time I forgot to shut the window……”Check the 

simple things:- 

1. Cars on the drive? – are the windows shut and doors locked 

(don’t assume that by pressing the button on the remote it is 

locked, try the handle too)? Remove valuables from sight. It is 

worth parking the least expensive car in front of the more 

expensive one. 

2. Side gate shut and locked, sheds and garages secure? 

3. Doors closed and locked, don’t forget on that UPVC multi-

locking door - you may have lifted the handle but until you turn 

the key on the inside you have not locked all the locks in place. 

4. Don’t forget to check that patio door, someone may have 

closed it but did they lock it? 

5. Windows, lift the blinds or open the curtains and check them, 

the sun may have been on the TV so they were drawn with the 

window open because it was hot. Ensure all accessible windows 

are closed and locked, if you live in a bungalow or have flat 

roofs in unoccupied rooms keep the windows closed and locked 

but if you need a window open for ventilation in occupied rooms 

lock the big window and just have the small one open. If you 
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only have bigger windows consider a lockable window 

restrictor or a small alarm sensor on the window to detect 

entry. 

6. Check unnecessary appliances are turned off, and make sure 

in case of fire that keys are readily accessible to 

occupants but not in view of possible burglars.  

7. If you have an alarm, activate the zone for the unoccupied 

area. 

8. Car keys, don’t take them to bed with you, where possible 

leave them in noisy drawer/location (if you don’t have an 

alarm, consider a shed alarm or similar to cover that specific 

area). 

9. If you do hear a suspicious noise in the house that you are not 

happy with dial 999, if you have an intruder remember your 

life is more important than your property, but do get a good 

description and if possible car index number. 

Last bit of advice, going on holiday? Stop the milk and newspaper 

deliveries and look after each other, get a neighbour and/or friend 

to keep an eye on your property, ensure neighbours have contact 

numbers for a key holder and where possible let them park their car 

on your drive. Basically if you create the illusion that your house is 

occupied it is less likely to be broken into. 

Stephen Armson-Smith Essex Police 

Crime Prevention Officer – Braintree & Uttlesford districts 

Police non-emergency no. 101, extn: 407110 

*************************************** 

Pipes in the Park 
On Sunday 18th June which was one of the hottest days this year, 

Lower Castle Park in Colchester reverberated to the stirring sound of 

Scottish pipe bands playing in the annual “Pipes in the Park” 

competition.  This was started many years ago by our great 

lamented friend Willie Allan, and has been magnificently co-

ordinated and managed in recent years by Jackie Allan. 

The competition was in its 24th consecutive year, and Jackie’s 

management was, as usual, delivered with military precision.  Essex 

is part of the London and South England Branch of the Royal 

Scottish Pipe Band Association (RSPBA) under whose auspices the 

competition is run.   
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Eleven pipe bands signed-up to appear, some playing in up to four 

individual competitions on the day (Jackie included).  How she 

manages the day and pipes in our local Essex Caledonian Pipe Band 

is a mystery to us all.   

When bands are not performing in the arena there is much to see 

and do.  Jackie had some 40 stallholders with pitches around the 

arena; there was food and drink, Scottish crafts, jewellery, cakes, ice 

cream and fruits.  Others offered face-painting, slides, and a coconut 

shy.  Probably the star attractions were Paul Hedges and his family 

who are showmen based in Rivenhall End (and great friends of the 

writer) who willingly came with a monumental inflatable slide, games 

stalls and bungee trampolines (to name but a few).  Jackie had also 

arranged several enchanting Scottish county dancing routines in the 

main ring; these were delightfully performed by Colchester’s top 

highland dancing school and they were enthusiastically received by 

the large 1,500-strong enthusiastic crowd.  This is a great family and 

child-friendly day-out.  Of course there was a much appreciated (and 

much used) beer tent and food hall.  Also around the grounds, many 

local and national charities also had stands. 

Each year the Colchester Mayor is invited, and to date none has ever 

declined.  This year Gerald Oxford is the Mayor and as “Chieftain of 

the Day”, together with his wife, they presented many of the prizes.  

Keen to promote our local organisations, Jackie arranged for the 

Witham & Rivenhall ATC Band to come along and play a selection of 

marching tunes during one of the afternoon breaks: nicer still they 

were allowed to parade with the massed-band highlight finale.   

Our local (and Jackie’s) Essex Caledonian Pipe Band had a very 

successful day gaining a second place in the Grade 4 March 

Competition, and a third place in the Grade 4 March, Strathspey & 

Reel Competition.  Whatever the grade of each band, it is permitted 

to play a set in the next higher rank (Grade 3 in their case).  So 

Jackie and Essex Caledonian played in the Grade 3 March 

Competition, exceeded all expectations and gained a second place!  

John Macrae from Rivenhall End was Chief Steward and supporting 

him were some 25 volunteers who helped control and manage all the 

various competing needs on the day.   

The public highlight of such occasions is the final massed bands.  In 

near-tropical heat and humidity they put on a wonderful spectacle - 

in full highland dress that was a super-human effort.  Very well done 

Jackie.  If you missed the day . . . . do go next year! 
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CHURCH OPENING   

Please be aware that as of now St Marys Church 

is Open and Manned on Sunday Afternoon 

between 2.30 and 4.30 pm if you have visitors or  

would just like a cool place to spend an hour 

then come along. 
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10th  RIVENHALL & SILVER 

END  

 CHARITY  GOLF  DAY 

SATURDAY  12th  AUGUST 2017 

RIVENHALL  OAKS  GOLF  CENTRE 

9 holes on the Oaks and 9 holes on the Acorns Course, 

with tee times from 1pm 

Two course meal at the Golf Clubhouse (optional) 
 

Awards 

Teams of four playing for the Rivenhall & Silver End Charity 

Shield 

Individual highest full Stableford score playing for  

The Shirley Anderson Memorial Trophy 
 

Prizes for the above and nearest the pin and the longest 

drive 

Golf 

Members of Rivenhall Oaks Golf Club £10 

Non-members     £20 

Evening Meal 

Two course Meal    £18 

Non-playing guests    £18 

 

If interested in taking part or you would like more de-

tails, please contact Ann Kerr  -  01376 515437  

or see Bill Chapman at the Golf Club. 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 07749 657390 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam  Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 07749 657390 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Dot Taylor 571551 

Mobile Library July Wed 5th, 19th  Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m.  

Post Office in Village Hall Every Friday 9.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 





Rivenhall Summer Fete 

Sat 17th June ( the warmest Saturday of the year) saw the annual 
Rivenhall Village Hall Fete and what a day. Hard work by all those 
in setting up and working all day ensured all the public who at-
tended had a great afternoon. 

All the stalls attracted lots of interest along with the horse riding 
sessions, wellie throwing, find the wine bottles amongst the emp-
ties, crockery smashing -enjoyed not only by the youngsters but 
mums and dads to! 

The tea and cake Tent along with dogs and burgers all did a roar-
ing trade. 

All in all a very successful day with over £300.00 profit for the 
Playing Fields Association. 


